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MR. GEORGE BALL. 


My Chriſtian Reader, 


\ 15 Acquaintance with Brother BaLL was 
ſhort, only a few months; but, | blefs 
God, that 1 ever had the pleaſure of knowing him 
and of repeatedly hearing the glorious, teſtimony 
he dort for God. He was one that not only ex- 
perienced ju ification by faith, which brings de- 
liverance * the guilt and power of fin; but, I 
believe, felt what he ſpake, when he teſtified, 
That the blood of Jeſus Chriſt had cleanſed him 
from all unrighteouſneſs. A clearer witneſs of 
what Mr. WesLty termed Chriſtian Perfection, 
I never ſaw nor heard. He had indeed been for 
many years a butning and a ſhining light, as all 
who knew him can teſtify, He was one of the 
ſtewards of this Circuit, and filled that office with 
an integrity and dignity that adorned it. Great 
part of the following memoirs were wrote by him 
in bed. He had a Bible laid on a chair by his 
bed-fide, on which he reffed his paper to write; a 
part of which he delivered to me more than a 
month before his death, He at that time, deſired 
I would preach a ſermon after his deceafe, from 
thoſe words, ſaid he, „which are always precious 
to me,” , The lord is my portion, faith my foul.” 1 
complied with his requeſt inthe beſt manner I could, 
and hope, all I ſaid, to avery large congregation, will 
A 2 not 
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not be in vain. I am now nog with his re- 
queſt whilſt living, and that'rrf his pious friends, 
now he is gone, in publiſhing this account to the 
world: Hoping that many may be ſtirred up to 
imitate his example, and thro' the exerciſe of 


faith and patience, inherit the promiſe of eternal 


lite. So prays, thy affectionate brother in tribula- 
tion, R. RopDa. 
Plymouth-Dcck, April 12, 1800. 
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F many years I have been a reader of the 
Methodiſt Magazine, and do think there is no 
periodical publication can compare with it; but I 
muſt ſay, there is no article inſerted in that work, 
that has ben fo profitable to me, as the holy life 
and triumphant death of the ſaints. 'T here I ſee 
the faithfulneſs of our promiſe-keeping God, in 
ſupporting them thro' life, giving them victory 
over death, and ſuch anticipations of future glory, 
that their expreſſions have been, more like ſaints in 
glory, than thoſe of creatures inhabiting tenements 
of clay. | | 7 

I think it would greatly edify the myſtical body 
of Chriſt, if many others, whoſe praiſe is in the 
churches, would publiſh to all, what God has 
done for them and theirs. I ſee the utility of this, 
and will ſpeak for God, for he hath done marvel. 
lous things for me and mine, plucking ſome as 
brands from everlaſting burnings. 

My parents were members of the eſtabliſhed 
church. My mother was moral, and very chari- 
table to the poor; my father, like too many far- 
mers, ſet no good example before his children, I 
ſhall not particularize what paſt in my carnal 
ſtate ; ſuſfice it to ſay,—I was wicked to an ex- 
treme; my fins were moſtly committed in the 
dark, when no eye ſaw me but God ;— 


« Thro 
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* Thro' darkeſt ſhades his eyes can eaſiet paſs, 
Than ſhine the rays of light thro? britrie glaſs.” 


God frequently ſhewed me, that the wages of fire 
was death; but I ran upon the thick boſſes of his 
buckler, and would have none of his counſel or 
reproof. But O! the loving-kindneſs of God 
purſued me. Surely he is not willing that any 
ſhould periſh, but that all men ſhould be faved. 

In March, 1786, the Lord was pleaſed to lay 
his chaſtening hand upon me, for which I ſhall 
praife him to all eternity. This afflition continu- 
ed for fome weeks; during which time I loſt all 
my wicked companions, and never joined them 
any more. Tho' J was not fully awakened to ſee 
my danger, yet the Lord gave me a diflike to the 
fins I before loved. I then thought, that going 
to church, and being moral, was all the religion 
which Jeſus Chriſt required of his creatures: I 
therefore began to attend conſtantly the church and 
ſacrament. Having the Week's Preparation, I 
learnt a prayer for the morning and evening, and 
repeated them daily. Now the Lord began to 
work upoh my heart : He took away that diflike 
1 had to his people, and inclined me to go and 
hear them; I went to hear a Calviniſt miniſter, 
his text was, —** Who is this that cometh up owg 
of the wilderneſs, leaning upbn her Beloved ?” 7 
liked it well, and thought I would attend that 
place. The people ſeemed as gay as thoſe that 
went to the church, which ſuited me very well, 
and a young woman, with whom I then kept com- 
pany, and who is fince become my wife. | There 
did not appear to be any mortification or ſelf. de- 
niat among them, 

Aftetwards I went to hear the Methodiſts. Here 
1 was told, that I muſt be born again, or die for 
ever. Some of the people came about me, and 

85 A 3 ſpake 


A . = A's 43 MM J . = _ | 
o S 


6 AN ACCOUNT or 


ſpake of the happineſs of inward religion. They 
told me, that real godlineſs had the promiſe of the 


life that now is, and of that which is to come. My 


ſoul imbibed their inſtructions, which diſtilled like 
dew on the mown-graſs ; and I concluded, that. I 
muſt experience the pardon of my fins thro' the 
blood of the Lamb. I and the. young ,woman 
before mentioned, were invited to a claſs: meeting. 
We were both under deep convictions. Now the 
hand of God more powerfully wrought upon me ; 
my fins were ſet in order before me, and the bur- 
den of them was intolerable, the remembrance 
of them was greatly embittered, and I was deter- 
mined, by the grace of God, to leave them. 
I met in elals a few weeks, and on the 16th of 
January, 1787, was admitted into ſociety by Mr. 
Myles.. 1 thank God, to the preſent moment, 
for inclining me to caſt in my lot with this deſpiſed 
people. I could, and ſtill can ſay, “ This people 
ſhall be my people, and their God ſhall be my 
God,” and my guide, unto death. I now ſaw 
the value of precious time, and how much of mine 
had been ſpent in the ſervice of ſatan; which was 
cauſe of great regret. I conſtantly attended all 
the means of grace, and in theſe I was more en- 
lightened, and more deeply convinced of fin, of 
helplefineſs, and miſery, without. Chriſt ; but in 
him J had ſome hope. Many times I was afraid 
to lie down at night, fearing I ſhould open my 
eyes n everlaſting burnings. When .I awoke in 
the night, I got up to pray. I thought the brute 
creation were . happier than myſelf, . and would 
ladly have exchanged my ſituation for theirs. 
This was often my language, —* I am loſt and 
damned for ever.” Yet at times I had hope. I 
continued in this ſtate until New-year's-day, 1788, 
when the Lord ſpoke peace to my ſoul.,, My night 


Was 
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was then turned into day, and my ſorrow into joy. 
I knew that God for Chriſt's ſake had pardoned all 
my ſins. | 

I went on rejoicing in his love for ſome weeks, 
and concluded that my warfare was over, .and that 
the enemy had no more to do with me. But I 
ſoon found my miſtake. Grace indeed did reign 
in my heart thro' righteouſneſs, and my enemies 
were kept under, but not entirely deſtroyed.. The 
love of God ſhed abroad in my heart ſweetly con- 
ſtrained.me to love all mankind, and I longed for 
all to taſte the grace that found out me. I prayed 
for all men, particularly for my relations. I in- 
vited my fiſter and her huſband to go with me, 
and hear the word preached. She gladly eonſent- 
ed. She heard and felt, and ſoon became a fol- 
lower of Jeſus. But her huſband ſaid, 4 | will 
ſooner be damned; than be a Methodift!” Oh, 
the mercy of God in ſparing finners! A little 
after he was prevailed on one night to go and hear 
Mr. Cole, and ſoon after joined the Society, 

My father and mother lay near my heart, and I 
longed for their ſalvation: they were betwixt 
ſeventy and eighty years of age; and during this 
period, had no experimental knowledge'of God. 
We lived ſeven miles from each other; but LI 
often ſaw them, and always warned them of their 
danger, inſomuch that they. could not bear my 
company, and would endeavour to ſhun me. My 
youngeſt brother, living at home with them, I ſent 
him ſeveral-letters on the great things of eternity, 
and God was pleaſed to ſend his bleſſing with them 
fo as to reach his heart. Tho' he lived four miles 
from a Methodiſt Society, yet he went there and 
joined it, and is to this day a pattern of piety, and 
zcalous of all good works. 


My 
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My mother was taken ill on a Thurſday ;— on 
the Saturday following I heard of it, and the next 
morning went to ſee her. But O the diſtreſs of my 
ſoul, to fee a tender mother dropping into the 
ſhades of death, without knowing whither the was 
going! TI told her the change ſhe muſt feel before 
the could ſtand with joy before God. She ſeemed_ 
quite unconcerned about a future ſtate ; ſhe was 
whole, and felt no need of the heavenly Phyfician. 
J laid before her the terrors of God's law which 
fhe had broken, and that hand of juſtice, which 
purfues and punithes the guilty. 1 then went to 
prayer, and begged that God would ſhew her the 
way of falvation ; but I never found my prayers fo 
return to me, before nor ſince; if I had been a 
Calvinift, I ſhould have given her over for a loſt 
reprobatc. I told her,plainly,. that ſhe was a dy- 
ing woman, and quite unprepared for death : I 
begged her to have done with the world, and ftrive 
to lift up her hcart to God, that he might enlighten 
her ſoul. I intreated her, to ſpend all her time 
and ſtrength in calling upon the Lord for merey. 
She now took my advice. She cried to the Lord 
in good carneſt, and it was not in vain. I prayed 
with her twice afterwards, and found great liberty 
and comfort. At night 1 was obliged to leave her, 
but ſhe appeared ſeeking the Lord with her whole 
heart. This may ſeem ſtrange, for fo great a 
change. in ten hours time; but we dare not 
mit the power and mercy. .of God, it reaches 
almoft to the gates of hell. On the follow- 
ing Tueſday . ſhe declared, that ſhe was not 
afraid to dic, but was ferns from the fear cf 
death and hell. Next morning, at 3 o'clock, ſhe 
ſaid to her daughter, —“ Who has Thomas got 
down ſtairs finging* with him fo beautifully? 1 


* The Church ſingers uſed to ſinz in the houſe. 
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never heard them ſing ſo before. She was anſwer- 
ed, « There is no one below,” Soon after, ſhe 
heard it again, and was ſurpriſed that all in the 
room did not hear it; „No faid ſhe, it is more 
beautiful than before.” — Then the ſaid, I know 
what it is ;—I ſhall ſoon be with them.” About 
five o'clock the ſame morning, ſhe departed, and 
joined this heavenly. hoſt, who comforted her in 
her dying moments. 

Not long after, my fifter's ſon, a young man 
about 19 years of age, went to hear Mr. Suter, 
and the Lord alarmed his ſoul : I think, I never 
ſaw a more fincere ſeeker. A few months after, 
he came again to this town, and caught the ſmall- 
pox. The diſeaſe was very heavy ; but he bore it 
with great patience, and continued day and night 
calling upon Jeſus, to ſhed abroad his love in ms 
heart, and then he would willingly. die. His 
ſoul was athirſt for God, but the malignant diſor- 
der deprived him of reaſon, and ſoon after of life. 
Nevertheleſs, I believe God will never caſt off 
ſuch an importunate ſoul, as he was, who hated 
fin, and longed for his ſalvation ; I have no doubt 
but I ſhall ſee him in the laſt day at the right- 
hand of God. #2 USE, He 

I had now been about four years in the ſociety, 
and three of theſe in a juſtified ſtate, Often, 
during theſe three years, had been with Jeſus 
on the delectable mountains of. tranſport and joy: 
I had alſo, like Paul, been more than a day and 
a night in the deep. Ever ſince I have joined 
the people of God, the means of grace have been 
my delight ; all opportunities of worſhipping God 
public and private, claſ--meetings, and prayer- 
meetings, have been much bleſt to me. The 
Lord often ſhewed me the neceſſity of univerſal 
holineſs, and I ſought after purity of heart as a 
| pearl 
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pearl of grat price. One night, as I was reading 
Mrs. Rowe's letters, in which ſhe mentions her 
experience, „ That fin was deſtroyed; —that 
Chriſt was all in all ;—that the plenitude of the 
Godhead dwelt in her ſoul ; I thought the ſame 
bleſſings were for me ;—and that the Lord was 
willing to give them now. I inſtantly received, — 
% fulneſs of love, —fulneſs of God.” — This was 
heaven below, I realized the divine preſence ; 
and wherever J caſt my eyes, I ſaw ſome rays of 
his glory. O what a conſtant paradife did I enjoy 
for four or five weeks! J knew that Chriſt had 
taken full poſſeſſion of my heart, and was come, 
by his Spirit, the ſecond time, without fin unto 
falvation. I could appeal unto Him who knoweth 
all things, that his precious, blood had cleanſed 
me from all unrighteouſneſs/;;-—and, to my heart- 
fearching God, that I loved him with all the pow- 
ers of my ſoul. Satan tempted me to doubt of 
this great change which Jeſus had wrought in me, 
but I knew the enemy. was a liar, for the abiding 
witneſs of the Holy Spirit was given me. I could 
look into eternity with tranſporting joy: My ſoul 
tranſeended this terrene, in contemplation of that 
bleſt abode, and ſay, 


«© There fits my Saviour dreft in love, 
„% And there's my ſmiling God.“ 


O wich what eeſtacy and aſſurance could I ſing, 


*« There is my houſe, my portion fair, 
« Ay treafure and my heart is there, 
« And my abiding home.“ 


I now more ſenſibly felt my inability to ſtand with- 
out Chriſt ; and that it was from him I received 
ſpiritual life every moment. I knew that he was 
my Prophet, teaching me thee deep things of God, 
and conſtantly leading me in the path of humvlity, 


into 
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into a nearer imitation of his own bleſſed example. 
I knew that he was my Prieſt, and that every 
moment I wanted the virtue of his blood, and his 
prevalent Interceſſion. He was my King and 
Lawgiver, he had taken the reins of government 
into his hand, and my whole heart could fay, 
« Thy will be done, not mine.“ But after a 
time 1 found, that we cannot enjoy univerſal holi- 
neſs, without conſtant watchfulnefs and prayer. 
J 1oſt much of my happineſs in an unguarded 
moment, which 1 ſhall now relate, that others, 
who enjoy Chiiſt in a pure believing heart, may 
take heed, leſt thro' unwatchfulneſs they loſe that 
Pearl of great price, A profeſſor having com- 


) 


mitted that ſin into which David fell, brought a 


great reproach upon the eauſe and people of God; 
inſomuch that ſome were turned out of the way, 
and have never been in it fince. One day hearing 
ſome perſons talking of his crimes, I at firſt felt 
forrow and pity, but bring intereſted in behalf of 
one whom he had deceived, I ſoon joined with 
them, and ſpake unguarded exprefhons; hereby 1 
found I had loft the preſence of my beſt Friend; 
that Friend who ſticketh cloſer than a brother, 
No longer could 1 look around and fce his Majeſty 
and Glory ;—nothing appeared but dark clouds on 
every fide ;—I was beſet with powerful tempta- 
tions, as it all hell was let looſe, and my poor 
ſoul was in danger of being plunged in the uhirl- 
pool of defpair. But the violence of this trial 
did not long continue: Thu' | had grieved the 
Spirit of God, yet his loving-kindnels did not 
utterly depart, but in a meaſure ſupported me in 
the trying hour; and made me reſtleſs until J felt 
again his pardoning love. But I did not recover 
that conſtant heaven which 1 had before. I was 


very ſenſible of my luis, and ſtrave with all my 
| might 
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might to recover it; my earneſt prayer was, that 
God would again ſtamp his image on my heart, 

Sometime after this, my foul was much drawn 
out in prayer for all mankind. One night, being 
at prayer in the dark, I felt a ſtrong inclination 
to pray for the Clergy of the Eſtabliſhed Church; 
I had not ſpoke many words before I felt a ruſh- 
ing wind paſs by me, and ſomething ſcemed to fall 
on the bed near me, and made. it ſhake with as 
much violence as if I had fallen on it myſelf ; 
this made me tremble for fear. About three 
weeks after, while I was engaged in the ſame 
duty, I was ſerved in the ſame manner. Theſe 
things gave me to ſee, that ſatan much. diſliked 
the exerciſe of prayer, and that praying for the 
ſalvation of ſouls, very much diſpleaſed him. 

I ſhall now relate one of the moſt powerful 
accuſations of ſatan which J had ever known. I 
aſked a favour of one, who, at firſt ſeemed to 
deny me; I was more importunate, and ſaid, I 
would bow down to obtain it; I did ſo, and it 
was granted, Now, tho' the aſking and obtain— 
ing the favour was not fin, yet bowing to a crea- 
ture, I thought was idolatry. I was much con— 
demned, and almoſt deſpaired of mercy. The 
next day my diſtreſs was greatly increaſed, I 
thought that hell was moved from beneath to re- 
ccive me, and its flames appeared ready to kindle 
upon me; I could not work, but took my bed, 
and ſent for a miniſter to pray with me; but all 
was in vain. If ever I was inſpired by a diaboli- 
cal ſpirit, it was then; for I could take the devil's 
part, and argue againſt all who talked with me. 
This was indced the hour and power of dark- 
neſs. Lord, what is man when forſaken of thee ! 
The ſport of devils. I pray God that he may ever 
keep me, and all the followers of Jeſus, from ſuch 

another 
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another trial. It laſted ten or twelve days; and 
then the Lord in great merey, lifted upon me the 
light of his countenance, which I hope ever to 
acknowledge with gratitude. 

I will now relate what God did for-my father. 
He was near eighty years of age before he took 
one ſtep in the way to happineſs. We got him to 
hear the word a few times, and the Lord began to 
illuminate his ſoul, and give him a love for the 
word. He ſeemed happy when in my company, and 
enquiring the way to Heaven, Sometimes he 
would leave his farm for two or three weeks, and 
come to town, that he might have better opportu- 
nities of uſing the means of grace. Tho' he was 
lame, yet would he riſe early in the morning, to 
bewail his miſpent life, and then go to the houſe 
ot prayer. He ſought the Lord about two years, 
and then the great Deliverer came. One day 
while he was in the field, almoſt driven to deſ- 


pair, he crept among the thorns, and poured out 


his ſoul to God in the beſt manner he was able; 
the Lord heard and anſwered him, and caſt all 
his ſins as a ſtone into the depths of the ſea, and 
ſhed abroad his ſweet forgiving love in his heart. 
The next day he came to town to tell me what 
Jeſus had done for him; and he greatly rejoiced 
in his forgiving God. He lived more than a year 
a monument of grace and mercy, and then quit- 
ted the ſtage of mortality, triumphing in redeem- 
ing love: Leaving behind him an indubitable teſ- 
timony chat he was gone to Jeſus, 

I hope, what I have ſaid of my parents, will 
encourage children, who fear and love God, to 
perſevere in prayer for their parents, not doubting 
but the Lord will anſwer them to the joy of their 
hearts, Too many profeſſors ſeem content to eat 
their morſel alone, and are often ſilent, when 
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they ſhould be telling what the Lord hath done 
for them. The more we receive from God, the 
more we ſhall defire the ſalvation of all around us. 
Could we ſay with David, „The zeal of thine 
houſe hath eaten me up, we ſhould never be 
aſhamed to ſpeak for God. Thou ſhalt in any 
wiſe rebuke thy neighbour, and ſhalt not ſuffer fin 
upon him,” is a plain command, and happy are 
they that conſtantly obey it. 

I now find ſweet conſolations from God, and he 


refreſhes me with the ſtreams of that river which 


makes glad his city : But I long to ſwim in the 
bounqleſs ocean; to be loſt in the immenſity of 
his Love, that I may glorify him with all my 
ranſomed powers. I do hang upon a crucified 
Redeemer. I know he has drawn the ſting of 
death, and put that enemy under my feet ; he has 
made the paſſage to glory ſafe and eaſy. I have 
often ſweet communion with him, and long to 
have his fair image again impreſſed on my heart. 
But ah ! how- unlike my Redeemer in humility, 
patience, and reſignation to the will of God! I 
think too much on the tranſient things of this 
world, which are paſling away as a ſhadow. 

A few weeks after he wrote; ** I cannot ſay 
my evidence is ſo clear for glory as it was ſome 
time paſt; I feel a degree of condemnation, ſuc- 
ceeded by ſome comfort, and a firm determination 
to live for God. I wiſh to have cternity always 
ſounding in my ears.“ | 

His conſcience was tender, feeling the ſlighteſt 
touch of ill, which made him record the follow- 
ing, and which ſerves to prove that there are 
ſhades as well as light in a good picture, 

« O my God, what have I done? broken thy 
law which is holy, and juſt, and good. Where 


ſhall I hide my guilty head? Whither ſhall I 
flee 
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flee from thy preſence? If I go down into hell, 
thou aft there, if I climb up into heaven, thou 
art there alſo ; thou loveſt righteouſneſs and hateſt 
iniquity, I have ſinned, and thou knoweſt, Lord, 
I am heartily ſorty for my fin, I would not do 
the like again, to ſave my life. But I am perfect 
weakneſs, O keep me by thy mighty power ; ſtir 
me up to watch and pray always; 


« Weater than a bruiſed re:d, 
„Help 1 every moment need.“ 


O Lord, do thou lift upon me the light of thy 
countenance, reſtore to me the joys of thy ſalva- 
tion; let me never walk in darkneſs, but al- 
ways have the light of life: Nothing ſhort of 
this will do for me in a dying hour. It is thy 
will, my entire ſanCtification ; Lord, let thy will 
be done!“ 

A few days after, he wrote :—*© Glory be to 
God, to-day I find him precious to my foul, tho? 
J have been unfaithful to him; my ſoul flies to 
him, from whom I had deeply revolted; and I 
truſt after all, that he will make me a living wit- 
neſs of his great falvation. I feel a meaſure of 
his love to my foul. —O for more! 


«© Aglimpſe of love ill not Ciffice, 
« My foul for all his f lnefs cries. 


O that I had alwars hearkened to that RI mall 
voice, hcaven's whi'per in my heart; how i uch 
nearer ſhould I have been to the kingdon. of 
glory. Thanks be to my great Deliverer, I have 
had a meaſure of ſweet peace t!.is day. I long to 
give up every thing that is contrary to the will of 


« Force me, Lord, with all to part, 
„Tear theſe idols from my heart.“ 


B 2 « The 
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„The next morning 1 found ſome comfort in 
private prayer; but this was only a ſhort viſt 
from the court of heaven. Oh that it were with 
me as in months paſt, when the candle of the 
Lord ſhone upon me; Lord, return, and dwell 
in my foul for ever. For ſeveral days I did not 
write any thing, becauſe my foul did not enjoy 


.that degree of light and lite, that joy and peace, 


which 1 formerly had, I fear I am too much 
tied to the things of the world, and do not keep 
the things of eternity conſtantly in view. O God, 
guide me into all truth! 

Auguſt 1, 1797. I feel the drawing and re- 
freſhing influences of God's Holy Spirit upon my 
mind this day: A ſolemn ſenſe of eternity im- 
preſſes my ſpirit; tho' I fee myſelf at a great dil- 
tance from that purity which prepares the ſoul for 
dwelling with God; I feel a great want of more 
inward religion, more of that power which deſ- 
troys every plant that is not of his right-hand's 
plunting. 

2d. This day J can praiſe God that he fa- 
vours me with a glimpſe of his reconciled counte- 
nance, but not ſo large a diſcovery as | long for. 
O that I were 


« P.ung'd in the God-head's deepeſt ſea, 
« And loſt in his immenſity.“ 


A few days after, he wrote : 


« A few days paſt have been very cloudy, I 
could ſcarce open my mouth in prayer to God; 1 
felt much of the ſpirit of the world, and my con- 
verſation, at times, did not adorn the doctrines of 
the goſpel, torgetting that the next breath might 
launch me into eternity ; ſurely, could I have 
retained this thought, I ſhould not have played 

with 


s 2 


. 


f 
t 


with my precious ſoul, and have been fo careleſs 
on the brink of ruin. 

8th. O the goodneſs of God, he hath viſited 
me in my low eſtate, becauſe his n ercy endureth 
for ever. This has been the beſt day t have ſcen 
for ſome weeks; I have reſted under the ſhadow 
of his forgiving love. 

I1th. I till retain a meaſure of his love, his 
favour is better than life, yet this is but a taſte, 
O for that fulneſs that ſhall make my cup run 
over, O when ſhall I come and appear betore 
God! | 

14th. This day the enemy has thruſt ſorely 
at me, that I might fall ; he ſhot his fiery darts 
at me, by tempting me to curſe God, and blaſ- 
pheme aloud ; but tho' he can tempt, he cannot 
force me: Lord, do thou give me reſtraining and 
abiding grace, | 

1th. This was a good day to my ſoul. Glory 
be to God, he gave me. the witneſs of his Spirit, 
whereby I know that I am born of God. 

16th. I till retain the Holy Comforter in 
my ſoul; this is better to me than thouſands of 
worlds, * 


= 


« This, only this, is all my plea, 
« Jeſus hath liv'd, hath died for me.“ 


24th. My ſoul doth pant for more of the liv- 
ing ſtreams, I long to trace them to the fountain 
head, to love God with all mv heart, and then 
to be raviſhed with his beatific viſion, 

Sept. 3>. Under the exhortation, the Lord 
ſhewed me the neceſſity of keeping my heart with 
all di:igence, as out of it were the iffues of life 
and death. I hated luſt, pride, malice, and re— 
venge, but my deſites roved after the news of the 
day; now the Lord taught me, that wy i 8 
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and affections ſhould all be fixed on him; and 
that Chriſt was the proper center of my ſoul. F 
began this bleſſed employment, earneſtly entreat- 
ing God to guard the iſſues of my heart; and he 
endued me with power from on high ; the bleſſed 
Spirit prompted my heart to pray without ceaſing, 
in all places and companies; the language of my 
heart was, Lord, preſerve me from wandering 
thoughts. I now lived and walked in the Spirit 
for many days. I found this was a ſafe way, the 
redeemed ſhall walk there, and the way- - faring 
men, tho' fools, ſhall not err therein.” 

What follows, was wrote during the time of 
his affliction :—-** My preſent affliction began 
about June 1799, in a nervous, and rheumatic 
eomplaint, and moſt of my friends thought I had 
a decline attending it, I loſt my appetite ; weak- 
neſs and infirmity came on fait. I took much 
medicine, but it had no good effect. 1 was 
perſuaded to remove into the country, and try a 
change of air. I went for eight weeks, and had 
horſe exerciſe, but my weak frame could not 
bear it. I was prevailed on to apply to a gen- 
tleman of conſiderable medical abilities. His 
medicines gave me eaſe, and I began to get 
better. My complaints were in a good meaſure 
removed, but as I could taſte no animal food, 
J remained ſtill very weak: I returned home, 
and felt myſelf better than I had been for ſome 
months. Soon after my return, I was attacked 
with a violent aſthma; had it continued, it 
would ſoon have removed me into another world ; 
but the mercy of God towards me, abated the 
diſorder, and permitted in its place, a decay of 
nature, which ſoon reduced me to a ſkeleton, and 
brought me to death's door. All this was done in 
great love and mercy, for I had very little pain. 

And 
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And tho' this diſorder will be a means of pulling 
this earthly tabernacle down, yet the Lord will 
ſanctifſy it to the good of my foul. For two or 
three years paſt, I have been much exerciſed in 
my mind, my employment has been in the king's 
fervice, with corruption and bribery around me; 
and tho' I never partook of their gain, but was 
content with my wages; yet it grieved me to ſee 
the fins that were commited. During this period, 
I never reſted without a ſenſe of the love of God 
to my ſoul. Three times he gave me ſuch a mea- 
ſure of his love, as caſt out all fear that hath tor- 
ment ; but this cannot long be retained, if we in 
any meafure, grieve his Spirit. I know there is 
a great difference betwixt a ſtate of juſtification, 
and of entire ſanification, for J have experienced 
both, and ſatan was never able to make me doubt 
of this. For if I am ſure that the wind blows, 
or the fun ſhines, or that time is paſting away, fo 
ſure am I that the blood of Jeſus Chriſt hath 
cleanſed my ſoul from all fin. 

On the 19th of November 1799, the Lord 
dralt bountifully with me. He gave me a glori- 
ous diſplay of his love and power. I had been 
for ſome time ſeeking for full redemption ; I ſaw 
my ignorance, and felt my weakneſs more than 
ever. He ſunk me down in humble love at his 
feet; I ſaw that I was all filthineſs, and he all 
holineſs; I felt I was all weakneſs, and he all 
power; I was full of wants, and he replete with 
every bleſſing. He then filled me with his pure 
love. | 

For many days I felt a heaven of love, and 
was more confirmed in the great change which the 
Lord had wrought in me. I felt all my tempers 
and defires ſweetly harmonize in God: He hath 


put all my enemies under my feet, I know the 
prize 
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prize is great, and that ſatan will do what he can 
to deprive me of it, but I am firmly perſuaded, 
the Lord will preſerve me unto the day of eternal 
redemption. I now thought that I would keep at 
home, and not let any one know what a jewel I 
had found: I thought, if I tell my experience, 
and afterwards fall back, it will bring a reproach 
upon the caute of God ; but he ſoon ſhewed me, 
that this was not right; and that I muſt ſtand 
forth, and declare what he had done for me and 
in me, 

Dec. 7. While at prayer with a brother, who 
was ſeeking the ſame bleſſing, I begged the Lord 
to give me a ſtronger teſtimony that fin was all 
deſtroved ; he ſpake for himſelf, and aſſured me, 
it was done. I felt a conſtant flowing of his love 
into my ſoul. No winter night ;—all light in the 
Lord. Bleſſed be his holy Name, he has turned 
out fin and ſatan! and, he keeps them out. I am 
on the full ſtretch for all the mind that was in 


Chriſt Jeſus. At evening prayer, how power 


fully did the Lord manifeſt his preſence: Surely 
heaven was let down on earth! O how precious 


was his love! I wanted language to expreſs the 


riches of his grace, and longed to baſk in the 
beams of his glory: I ſeemed full of love,—full 
of God. 

Dec. 11. The Lord abundantly feeds my ſoul 
with the bread of life. I feel myſelt ſinking 
deeper and deeper into the vale of humble love, 
In the evening it ſeemed as if the powers of dark- 
neſs attacked me, and would fain have perſuaded 
me, that ſo much watching and praying would 
kill my weak body ; but my Horn of Salvation 
was near, and brought me off more than con- 
queror. I found his preſence and bleſſing with 
me throughout the night ; all glory to his Name, 

13. 
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Dec. 12. I have conſtant peace and joy flowing 
from the great Head of the church. I feel more 
and more that I live in Chriſt, and Chriſt in me. 
In deſcribing my ſtate, language fails, and filence 
mult ſpeak his praiſe. 

Sunday 15th, Many who had heard of my 
happy ſtate, came to ſee me; of ſeveral of them, 
I believed their motives were pure; others J fear- 


ed came out of curioſity ; the thought of which, 


for a moment, damped that holy flame I felt with- 
in. I was deeply humbled before the Lord: I 
felt that Chriſt reigned in my heart, but my zeal 
ſeemed abated. The Lord. immediately ſhewed 
me, that it was becauſe F did not ſpeak to poor 
ſinners ſo freely as I ought to do. While I was 
ſpeaking to one who enjoyed full ſalvation, the 
holy flime broke forth as before, and I greatly 
rejoiced in God my Saviour. I then believed it 
was the will of God that I ſhould tell to every 
one, what he had done for my ſoul. 

17th. At night I had great anticipations of the 
glories of the world to come. My raviſhed ſpirit 
ſeemed ready to burſt the tenement of clay, and 
longed to join the church above! I had a clear 
teſtimony that the Lord had ſandified me through- 
out, body, ſoul, and ſpirit: I knew that Chriſt 
was my all in all. I knew little of what I ſaid at 
that time, but a pious woman told me afterwards, 
that my language was ſuch as ſhe hardly ever read 
or heard of, I ſaid ;—<©« Can heaven afford more 
happineſs than J feel?“ I thought the heavenly 


tribe were preſent, and that the crown of glory 


was held out to my view, and I ſtrove to riſe and 
take poſſeſſion ' of it. I eried,—“ When wilt 
thou burſt this clay tenement, and let the inhabi- 
tant mingle with the blaze of endleſs day?” My 


wife juſt then entered the room, to whom I faid, 
cc My 
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3 
« My dear, are you come to this heavenly ban- and 
quet? Do come and enjoy this heaven upon tain 
earth.” I ſaw Chriſt was willing to give ber the ] 
fame bleſſing. She burſt into tears, and thought $00 
my diffolution was nigh. This holy flame I en- EXC 
joyed ſeveral days. : ſage 

22d. Many came to ſee me, and | was much be 
bleſt in inviting them to come to Chriſt. My ſoul hac 
ſeems in her proper element while I am teſtifying ne\ 
of this great ſalvation, —deliverance from all fin, Col 
the deſtruction of ſatan's empire, —Chriſt reigning loy 
in the ſoul without a rival ;—Chriſt cleanfing, and 
and filling the heart, My poor wife is always lia 
| praying and crying to God for my recovery, and I wa 
i am ſometimes afraid I ſhall be brought back again; | | 
I if ſo, I hope the Lord will keep me in this bleſſ- me 
k ed enjoyment: For I truſt I am not an outward pal 
court worſhipper, but am entered into the holieſt WI 
of holies by the blood of Jeſus. fir 
26th, Chriſt ſtill reigneth in my heart, his glo- pe 
ry has appeared and ſealed that teſtimony on my fo 
heart, that he hath deſtroyed all fin. I think my m 
Preſent ſtate is as far beyond a ſtate of juſtification tic 
as the light of the ſun is above that of the moon ; ha 
that was glorious, —this exceeds in glory, The to 
Sun of righteouſneſs is always warming and chear- m 
ing my heart with his love, He continually feeds in 
my ſoul with the fruits of paradiſe. de 
«« I deſpiſe all earthly things, kt 
« Offspring of the King of kings ; 2 
« God, I for my Father claim, Ky 
« Jeſus is my brother's name; a] 
« Heavcn is my inheritance, * 
« I ſhall ſoon remove from hence; hi 
« As the ſtars in glory ſhine, * 


« God, and Chriſt, and all are mine.“ 


zoth. My 


„„ 
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zoth. My ſoul is living on Chriſt the true bread, 
and my joy conſtantly flows from the great Foun-. 
tain of Life. 

Jan. 2, 1800, while I was thinking, <How 
good God had been unto me, in fulfilling his 
exceeding great and precious promiſes, this paſ- 
ſage was impreſſed on my mind, “ Let that mind 
be in you which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus.” It 
had been formerly ſuggeſted to me,—that I ſhould 
never have that mind in me,—but now I began-to. 
conſider what that mind was, and I found it was 
love. From his leaving the boſom of his Father 
and becoming a babe in Bethlehem ;—in his humi- 
liation and ſufferings, until his return to glory, it 
was all love. 

I now felt the witneſs, that I had this mind in 
me ;“ Devotion was all my heart, and all my 
paſſions love.” At the ſame time, I knew that 
what I poſſeſſed, was only a ſpark of that celeſtial 
fire; only a drop of that unbounded ſea. I was 
perſuaded, that as Chriſt gave himſelf a ranſom 
for all, ſo he was loving to all; and he inflamed 
my foul with love to every man, without excep- 
tion; and this made me defire the ſalvation and 
happineſs of all. I believe that Jeſus Chriſt died 
for all mankind, and that he is the Saviour of all 
men, eſpecially of them that believe. I believe 
in the doctrine of juſtification by faith; in the 
doctrines of conditional election, and final perſe- 
verance; and that he will one day judge the 
world in righteouſneſs, and give to every man ac- 
cording to his works. I love God, I love his 
word, his ways, and his people ; and wiſh more 
cloſely to imitate the example of my blefled 
Maſter : For this I will remain a poor beggar at 
his feet, until he ſhall ſay, 4 Ariſe, and come up 
hither.” 


One 
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One day after prayer, the divine preſence made me 
tremble, when | thought that I had been ſpeaking 
to God in a careleſs manner. We fell on our 
knees before him, and confeſſed our preſumption : 
In a few minutes the Lord bleſſed us abundantly. 
Aſter going to bed, the power of the higheſt over- 
ſhadowed me, and his precious love made my cup 
overflow. I was conſtrained to ſpeak aloud of his 
glory and honour ; and told thoſe who were preſent, 
that I could not hold my peace. A poor backſli- 
der was bathed in tears; and indeed, I believe, 
all felt the mighty power of God. I thought I 
could lie at His feet for ever, and aſcribe all my 
bleſſings, from firſt to laſt, to the precious love of 

clus. 
; 4th, I have been in a bleſſed ſtate of mind the 
paſt week : Chriſt ſhone upon me with beams of 
heavenly love, and I fat as in heavenly places with 
him. I go flowly to the grave. O my God, 
mercy and love are in all thy dealings, and my 
will is ſtill ſwallowed up and wholly Joſt in thine! 
J was ſo filled with the divine preſence, that I 
burſl into tears of joy: 1 cried out, „ What 
am I, or my father's houſe, that thou haſt fuch 
reſpe&t for me! Thou haſt taken me from the 
dunghill, and ſet me among the prinecs of thy 
people. Thou haſt given me a thouſand told even 
in this world!“ 

27th. The Lord continued to enlarge and fill 
my foul with his glory until three o'clock ; at that 
time, two of my ſiſters came in, one of them was 
but juſt recovered from a ſevere fit of ſiekneſs, in 
which her ſoul was borne above it. In her illneſs, 
ſhe had no other thought but of getting the ſtart of 
me to glory She aſked, How I was? I ſaid, 
« I] am not in heaven, but I am fo filled with di- 


vine glory, that J muſt fink under it, unleſs the 
Lord 
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Lord enlarges my heart.” I lay ſilent a ſhort 
time, and then faid, —* Glory is come down on 
earth, and dwells with the children of men.” T 
ſeemed like the Apoſtle John, te hear the har- 
mony of heaven; and preſently, as if ſurrounded 
with angels, I ſaid, —«< O ye angels! ye have 
always been happy in praiſing your Creator and 
King, but ye know little of the precious redeem- 
ing love of Chriſt, which I feel ſo raviſhing to 
my ſoul! You are come to ſee the myſtery of my 
great Saviour, and what your King is about to 
manifeſt to an heir of glory! Immediately the 
Lord ſtamped me afreſh with his Spirit's ſeal. 
His divine perfections paſſed in review before me, 
hut love appeared the brighteſt of the train, and 
my ſoul was filled with it. 


« To die, would now be gain to me; 
My foul would then her Saviour ſee,-- 
« And Join the thouſands gone before 
„Who praife hum on that bliisful ſhore.“ 


At my importunity, his pious Wipow has 
gathered up the fragments of this holy man; the 
greateſt part of which were ſpoken by him within' 


the laſt fortnight of his life. | 


Sir, at your requeſt, tho' I feel it the heavieſt 
taſk that was ever laid on me, yet if the Almighty 
permit, I ſhall endeavour to proceed; tho' at this 
time, tears almoſt keep my pen fram moving : 
But when I conſider the many ſolemn but happy 
hours I have ſpent with one that is, and ever will 
be, dear to me, I think it a duty incumbent on 
me to repeat ſome of the laſt expreſſions of my 


affectionate huſband and friend. He would often 


ſay, —* How chearing is his preſence here, altho' 

«© we can only fee him thro' a glaſs darkly ; but 

« there the day will break, which never more 
; „ ſhall 
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« ſhall cloſe; that ſun ſhall riſe, which will 


«« never ſet. Our privilege is,—purity of heart. 


«& Chriſt is wiſdom, life, power, grace, and holi- 
« nefs, to all who will receive him : His blood 
« cleanſeth from all fin. O my dear, live cloſe to 
« God, and he will ſupport and keep you in the 
« day of trial, I have offered a thouſand 
« faithful prayers for you ;—and I know that 
« we ſhall meet where parting will be no more. 
« My body is exceeding low and weak, yet I 
« would not exchange my fick- bed for a thouſand 
« worlds.” 


% O what are all my ſufferings here, 
« If, Lord, thou count me meet, 
„With that enraptur'd hoſt to“ appear, 
« And worſhip at thy feet!“ 


The Sunday fortnight before he went to glory, 
he ſaid to me, in the morning, —“ We ſhall have 
« a good day this day: I feel my ſoul full of 
God. O my dear, pray much,—read much, — 
« be a Bible chriſtian. Read St. John, and the 
« Sermon on the Mount, this is our Lord's own 
« word, the beſt ſermon that ever was preached. 
« Bleflcd are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee 
« God. Praiſe him, for he comforts my ſoul : 
« He is with us, O the infinite love of Jeſus! 
4% J ſhall ſoon be with him in paradiſe! O what 
« a Saviour is mine, Chriſt is my All. There 
« js not a thing I want, but J find in him.“ 


„O what hath Jeſus bought for me! 
% Before my raviſh'd eyes, 

&« Rivers of life divine I ſee, 
« And trees of paradiſe!“ 


This d:y I ſaid to my huſband, « I think you 


are worſe; "He anſwered, “ Never better :— 
« the 
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« the ſtronger the pain, the happier my ſoul is in 
« the Lord: — All is well: O ſeek the Lord, as 
« tho' you had not one moment to live ;—ſerve 
« him with your whole heart. Hold on as you 
© have begun; if you draw back, you are ruined, 
« foul and body, O perſevere: And when my 
« Saviour calls you home, I will, if permitted, 
©« meet you when you leave the body, and join the 
« angels that conduR your departing ſpirit to our 
« God. To your wiſhing to ſee me, I can give you 
« no immediate anſwer; but this I believe, when 
« you are praiſing God with your friends, my 
«« happy ſpirit will be hovering around you, tho 
«« unperceived by you.“ 

Sometimes he would fay, “ Adored be his 
Name, who gives me a view of his ineffable 
« light z—light, that far ſurpaſſes the brightneſs 
« of the ſun in its meridian glory, The views 
« of eternity are inexpreſſibly pleafing :— Thanks 
« be to God who giveth me the victory.“ 

For many years he ſeldom took a bit of bread, 
without ſaying.— My Jeſus took bread and 
« bleſſed it, and ſaid, "Take, eat, this is my 
« body.” In general, when at home, before he 
would eat, he kneeled down, and prayed. Five 
times, and often ſeven times in a day, he prayed 
to God. When under the preaching, he was 
generally on his knees. Indeed, he lived in the 
ſpirit of prayer. When he was ſo weak that he 
could ſcarce move, he would ſay, „Help me on 
« my knees, that | may pray to my God!” 
Many hours of the night were ſpent by him in 
ſinging and prayer. Sometimes | faid to him, 
« You will diſturb the neighbours ;—he anſwered, 
How can [ lie here and not praiſe my God? I 
« will walk delightfully with God, and follow 


« Chriſt to heaven, How happy are they, who 
C 2 their 
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« their Saviour obey. Tongue cannot expreſs 
«© the peace and comfort of my ſoul. I am going 
«« to heaven. There is a glorious crown for me; 
«« this love of God is ſtronger than death. Blefl- 
« ed be the Name of Jeſus, I have ſeen my place 
« in heaven. I cannot ſing now as I could wiſh, 
« for want of breath, but my heart is ready, and 
« ſhall ere long ſing in heaven.” He was a 
pattern of piety and devotion, as many can teſtify 
who knew him: O that I may follow him, as he 
followed Chriſt. 

During the laſt fortnight, he dozed often; 
when awaking he would fay,—* I am afraid 1 
«© have ſlept too long, and ſo loſt time. Do you 
« think I ſhall die to night?” He would then 
add, —** No, not yet. = long, or how ſhort 
„ my life, I know not, but this J know, I ſhall 
« he with God, for he is mine, and I am his. 
« While you are looking on this dead body, my 
% foul will be in heaven: I ſhall be with angels, 
% gloriouſly triumphing and praifing God! O 
« what a glorious day, to reſt with my Jefus!”? 
Two or three days before he died, the enemy 
darted thoughts thro' his mind as quick as light- 
ning, —«< Curſe the bible, curſe God and die.“ 
He would anſyer him aloud, —“ Be gone, thou 
% monſter, to thy own place! I can laugh at 
« thee, and ſay, I am Chriſt's, and Chriſt is 
« mine to all eternity. O Jeſus, how I love 
« thee! how I long to be with thee! there I'll 
«« praiſe thee in nobler and more melodious 
« ſtrains.” He added, —““ There is à blefled 
«« reality in religion; I know it, I feel it; Jeſus 
« is altogether lovely. O diſtil more of thy grace 
« into my heart.” 

When the cough was violent, he would fay,— 


„O my dear, praiſe the Lord for what he hath 
« done 
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done for my ſoul. I ſee the angels praiſing 
God; I long to be with them. 1 fee the an- 
gels, and Jeſus waiting to receive my ſoul: I 
ſhall ſoon be there. Lord give me patience. 
O the heaven of heavens! what a glorious 
ſight - Vou mutt be wholly ſanctified; - no- 
thing elſe will do ;—it is attainable, I know it. 
O that all the world could hear me; I am not 
aſhamed to declare the preeiouſneſs of Jeſus ;— 
he is the chiefeſt among ten thouſand. But 
you muſt be holy. O my dear, 1 charge you 
to meet me in heaven.” Frequently he would 


oe AE « If I could fee ſome of the half-hearted 


10 


« profeſſors, I think I could pray and wreſtle for 
them until they found God. What a bleſſed 
number would there have been, if they had all 
continued, fince joined the Methodiſt Society, 
but it is awful to think how many are fallen, 
For ſome, the way is too narrow. Many, in 
their ſtate of poverty, ſat humbly at the feet of 
Jeſus, and walked cloſely with God; but they 
have now ſo!d Chriſt and God for the world. 
Proſperity finks thouſands. Many profeſſors 
bring up their children in the gay and faſhion- 
able amuſements of this world, in dreſſing and 
dancing: — Little do they conſider, that they 
are ftrewing with flowers the way to eternal 
death. Such profeſſors ought to have neither 
name nor place in a religious ſociety. O my 
dear, never let the world creep in, to rob you 
of Jeſus. Always remember, your humble 
ſtation is at his feet.“ 

When he appeared Wiſtreſſed for the ſouls of 


athers, his ſiſters ſaid to him, — Dear brother, 
there are not many that have been kept as you have 


46 


been; he replicd, „“ It is all for want of prayer: 


If you will love God, pray much. Mavy lofe 
C 3 « the 
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« the ſpirit of prayer by giving up themſelves to 
c the chit-chat of the day. Live much in the 
« ſpirit of faith and prayer, and my foul for 
« yours, if you do not proſper. Inſtead of viſit- 
« ing abroad, be much on your knees at home. 
« Prayer is the breath of the ſoul. —O how the 
« blefled Lord has kept me: I am a wonder! 
« He will be a Father, a Friend, and a God, to 
« all who put their whole truſt in him.“ 

When I was wiping the cold ſweat from his 
face, he would ſay, “ Ah what ſhould I do, if 
« | had no Jesus to go to now! Believe the 
« dying words of one who loves you :— You muſt 
« be holy here, for without holinefs you cannot 
« be faved. Precious Jeſus, is with me now, 
« and I am with him. ons the ſweet proſpect of 
«: glory.” He then ſung, 


« The glorious crown of righteouſneſs, 
© To me reach d out I view; 
« Cenqueror, thro? him, I ſoon ſhall ſeize, 
+ Ald War it as my due. 
„% The promis'd Land from Piſgah's top 
« now exult to lee! 
© My hope is full, O bleſſed hope, 
« Of imm -:rtality ! ”? 


LY 


His confidence was firm. He never wiſhed his 
ſufferings leſs. He ſpake of death with the great- 
eſt compoſure and cheerfulneſs, and mentioned the 
hvmns which he wiſhed to be ſung at his grave. 
When 1 ſaid,.— “ My poor hutband!”—He re- 
5 lied,. —“ Not poor, but rich; rich in grace, I 

am as happy as I can live. Some profeſſors 
« would be glad to get within heaven's gate, or 
enjoy what I now feel but my ambitious ſoul 
« is ſtriving to get near the Throne ;—near my 


„% Feſus ;—to fall before him, and adore him. 1 
feel 
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« feel that perfect love caſteth out all fear. I am 
« fanctified in body, ſoul, and ſpirit ;—this is 
« my conſtant teſtimony: Bur this is not the 
„ tenth part of what I enjoy, for I feel a heaven 
upon earth I call it, —My little heaven ;— 


«*« Inſatiate to the ſpring 1 fly, 
« 1 drink, and yet am ever dry: 
„ Ah, who againſt ſuch charms is proof! 


« Ah, who that loves can love enough!“ 


At another time he ſaid, “ My peace flows 
„like a river :—I continually walk in the 
light of thy countenance, thou bleſſed, loving 
« Saviour! I wiſh this room was full of people, 
« would exhort them to flee from the wrath to 
« come, If I could be carried to the houſe of 
« God, how would I tell to all, his goodneſs 
« and love tome! How ſtrange this may ſeem, 
« —|{ am fick, and yet 1 am well; my body is 
« weak, but my ſoul is happy. Ah lovely ap- 
« pearance of death! How beautiful! God has 
« full poſſeſſion of my ſoul, and all my powers I 
«© conſecrate to him; they are his due.“ 

He was a pattern of patience :—1I never heard 
one ſentence fall from his lips that expreſſed the 
leaſt diſſatisfaction. I hope never to forget the 
heavenly words that dropped from his lips, when 
he faw me poorly, —-« O my dear, I am afraid 
« ] ſhall hurt you. May God think on you, and 
« reward vou, for I never can; but you will be 
« rewarded in the great div. O heaven, heaven! 
« What a place |—bleficd place indeed! What 
„is the grandeur of the world, when compared 
« with the glories of Mount Sion!“ Sometimes 
his ſoul ſcemed on the wing, and ready to af- 
cend, —then he would ſay, „OI feel my ſoul 
e fettered {till ;—it cannot eſcape from this 

priſon; 


32 Ax ACCOUNT OF 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
«c 
40 
40 
60 
14 1 
40 


venly flame,“ 


40 
10 
ec 
«c 
140 
cc 
Cc 
«xc 
Ec 


cc 


he was overpowered with divine joy. 


priſon ; it muſt wait the appointed hour. Come, 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly! O ye Methodiſts! 
] believe ye are the happieſt people in the 
world; ye precious ſouls, with whom [| have 
taken ſweet counſel, and with whom I have 
gone to the houſe of God, and partook together 
of the blefſed ſupper of our Lord! O how 
have 1 felt, and ſeen, and handled, and taſted 
of the word of life! But theſe were only fore- 
taſtes of the entertainments of heaven, iſſuing 
from the fountain of life, in the erer of 
God.“ 

He frequently repeated,“ Vital ſpark of hea- 
&c. and obſerved, „ What excel- 
lent verſes are theſe ; they are ſuited to one in 
my ſituation. Every ſentence is the language 
of my heart, —““ Ster, Mirit, come away ! ” 
1 his poor afflicted body, in a little time, ſhall 
be freed from all its incumbrances. The Lord 
is looſening the pins of this tabernacle. But 
he will change this body, and make it like the 
glorious body of Chriſt ; then ſhall it ſhine as 
the ſun in the kingdom of our Father.” 

When I begged him to fleep, he anſwered, 

What, —fleep, when glory! is ſo near! O death, 

how tcrious a thing nature ſhrinks at the 
proſpect ;—dread? ! indeed to thoſe who have 
no God. But my Lord brightens the ſcene, 
and diſpels my feats. O glory, —hov delight- 
ful, even in contemplation !-—Death is but a 
ſhadow, —a bridge,—a ſtep into Glory. 


„My ſoul ihall leavz this heavy clay, 
At that tranſporting word; 

« Run up with joy the ſhining way, 
« To ſee and praiſe my Lord.“ 


'The night before he went to his everlaſling reſt, 
After lift- 
ing 
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ing him into the bed, he ſaid, “ How amazing 
it is that I am ſo weak, and yet I feel the Lord 
% ſo precious. On the wings of his love, I 
© am carried above.” I am full. I cannot tell 
« you what I feel. I want language to expreſs 
„ my happineſs!” He was very reſtleſs, but 
very happy, during the night. In the morning, 


he faid, —«« My dear P. I am dying: Come 


here.” I went, and took his head in my arms: 
he ſaid, „ Don't leave me; but perceiving no 
one preſent, I moved his head from my arms, 


and ran down ſtairs, and ſent for his ſiſter; I ran 


up immediately, and ſaid, „My dear, I truſt 
Chriſt is precious, and you find your mind happy 
now?” He anſwered; * Very happy.” He 
lay ſpeechleſs about an hour, then moved his eyes, 
and caſting a tender look on me, ſaid, «* Give me 
up; then looking on his weeping friends, ſaid, 
Remember me!” His ſiſter ſaid, «© My dear 
brother, I truſt you can praiſe the Lord for this?” 


He lifted up his dying hands, and faid, « Praiſe!” 


and that moment died. He was fenfible to the 
laſt, for when he looked at me with that pleaſing 
precious look, and ſaid, „Give me up; ” it ap- 
peared as if it were only me that kept him back, 
I anſwered, «© My dear, I hope | can; for angels 
now are hovering round us.” He appeared pleaſed, 
and his eyes were fixed, as if he ſaw the heaven'y 
convoy. My loſs is great. 1 have loſt a tender 
loving huſband, an affeRionate father, and a faith- 
ful friend My prayer is, that the remainder of 
my days may be like his that I may finiſh my 
courſe, and meet him in glory, where we ſhall 
praiſe God together thro' an eternal day. 
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